
﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿PRESS RELEASE: National Transport Trust Awards 2025

De Havilland Museum announced as Preservationist of the Year

The London Colney-based De Havilland Museum has been announced as the National Transport
Trust's Preservationist of the Year for its work on TA 122, a DH88 Mosquito constructed in 1945 and
which has been restored by the museum over a period of almost 50 years
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Commenting on the award, National Transport Trust Chairman Stuart Wilkinson said, "The de Havilland
DH88 Mosquito first saw service in 1941 and TA 122, a fighter/bomber, was sold out of service in 1950
to a Dutch museum for £15. To make it fit in its new home, the wing was sawn off either side of the
fuselage.

"Around this time the de Havilland Museum was looking for a fighter-bomber and TA122 was acquired
very incomplete. The early years of the restoration were spent gathering components, and work halted
as other projects took priority.

"A wing was sourced from Israel; other components came from Canada, Australia and New Zealand.
Work on the wing began in 1985; it took 15 years. The wing and fuselage were reunited in 2009;
engine and propellers were fitted in 2014.

"TA 122 wears her 1945 605 Squadron colours and stands as a testament to the efforts of the De
Havilland Museum team, Preservationists of the Year for 2025."
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﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿The National Transport Trust
Founded in 1965, (as the Transport Trust), the National Transport Trust is the UK's only national charity
established to promote and encourage the preservation and restoration of Britain's unique transport
heritage in all its forms – by air, land (road and rail) and water (sea and inland). The Trust is managed
within a very streamlined structure, with the Board of Trustees representing the wider interests of the
nation, for whose benefit the Trust exists.

﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿Help us to help them
In order to help the UK’s the preservation movement the Trust depends on its members and therefore encourages all
those who share our aims to join us. Membership of the Trust is open to private individuals and affiliated
organisations. You can help us to help others too; become a member, donate to the trust or you might even consider
leaving the trust something in your will. This last part is vital to our work, see here for more: National Transport Trust
legacies
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