PRESS RELEASE: National Transport Trust (NTT) Awards 2026

The Griffin Trust of Ellesmere Port, wins restoration award for its
1944 Bedford MW water tanker

The restoration has involved a complete mechanical overhaul, return to bare metal for the bare-chassis
then preparation and repaint. The cab has been rebuilt and refitted once the engine had been
satisfactorily run.
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The Bedford MW was one of the work-horse British military vehicles of the second war; over 60,000
were built, but the water tanker is scarce among those surviving.

The Griffin Trust, home to the Bedford Enthusiasts Club, acquired the tanker three years ago as a kit of
parts, the restoration having stalled on the death of the owner.

Although it was missing its tank, the presence of a transmission power take-off which would drive a
pump confirmed that it had been built as a water tanker.

Commenting on the award, NTT Awards Director Stuart Wilkinson says, "The restorers are to be
commended for the amount of original material that has been incorporated, estimated at some 95%.
The tank will be a mock-up but other than perishables eg seals, tyres, gaskets, brake pipes etc, much
of the rest is original including the wood which makes up the steps. Soft elements such as seats,
canvas hood and side screens will be in new but appropriate materials."

The Griffin Trust’s current collection of Bedford based vehicles was lacking any from the Second World
War. When completed this one will help show the range of uses to which Bedfords were put as well as
show-casing British engineering and military history.
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The National Transport Trust

Founded in 1965, (as the Transport Trust), the National Transport Trust is the UK's only national charity established to
promote and encourage the preservation and restoration of Britain's unique transport heritage in all its forms — by air,
land (road and rail) and water (sea and inland). The Trust is managed within a very streamlined structure, with the Board
of Trustees representing the wider interests of the nation, for whose benefit the Trust exists.

Help us to help them

In order to help the UK'’s the preservation movement the Trust depends on its members and therefore encourages all
those who share our aims to join us. Membership of the Trust is open to private individuals and affiliated
organisations. You can help us to help others too; become a member, donate to the trust or you might even consider
leaving the trust something in your will. This last part is vital to our work, see here for more: National Transport Trust

legacies
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Old Bank House, 26 Station Approach, Hinckley Wood, Surrey, KT10 0SR, London
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